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New public artwork in Chinatown shines a light on
Chinese Canadian cultural heritage
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Image: Paul Wong, “Saltwater City Vancouver/si7KIE5RSF4,” 475 Main Street (alleyway), 2020

A new neon artwork by Paul Wong honouring the history of Cantonese migrants now illuminates 475 Main Street.

The piece is designed to promote discussion around the significance of, and challenges to, Chinese language, culture
and preservation of heritage assets in the neighbournood.

The neon artwork displays the Chinese characters g7KIE5ESF %€, which translates to “Saltwater City Vancouver.” It
commemorates the award-winning Canadian artist and curator’s early memories of the neighbournood.


https://ourcityourart.wordpress.com/author/publicartvancouver/
https://ourcityourart.wordpress.com/2020/08/27/new-public-artwork-in-chinatown-shines-a-light-on-chinese-canadian-cultural-heritage/
https://ourcityourart.files.wordpress.com/2020/08/swc-2.jpg
https://ourcityourart.wordpress.com/
https://ourcityourart.wordpress.com/
https://ourcityourart.wordpress.com/
https://ourcityourart.wordpress.com/
https://ourcityourart.wordpress.com/about-2/
http://vancouver.ca/parks-recreation-culture/artists.aspx
http://vancouver.ca/parks-recreation-culture/explore-the-public-art-registries.aspx
https://ourcityourart.wordpress.com/category/platforms-series/
https://ourcityourart.wordpress.com/category/25th-anniversay-retrospective-series-2016/

Speaking about the piece, Paul Wong said “I grew up in Chinatown when it was ablaze in bright neon and big colorful
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signs and at a time when the Chinese community commonly called Vancouver ‘Saltwater City'.

The site, between Hastings and Pender, parallel to Main Street on the west side, was chosen by public vote in January
2019. It has particular historical significance as a former location of Vancouver City Hall (1889-1929) where mayors and
councillors used the legal power of the City to enact and expand laws that negatively impacted Chinese residents.

“Saltwater City Vancouver/@i7KI58 EF4£” was developed by Wong as part of his year-long residency ‘B E A
5/Occupying Chinatown” at Dr. Sun Yat-Sen Classical Chinese Garden (2018-2019) commissioned by the City of
Vancouver Public Art Program.

“Paul's ‘Saltwater City Vancouver' neon inspires conversations about the importance of understanding and appreciating
poth the tangible and intangible heritage assets when we celebrate the significance of Chinatown, its history, people and
language in relation to the City,” said Vincent Kwan, Executive Director, Dr. Sun Yat-Sen Classical Chinese Garden.

The launch of Wong's residency in April 2018 coincided with the City of Vancouver's formal apology for historical
discrimination against Chinese residents in Vancouver. During the residency the artist has translated and examined over
700 letters and artifacts from his late mother Suk-Fong Wong, using them as a source of inspiration to realize workshops,
performances, and artworks in photography, video, and sculpture including this neon work.

The letters and artworks were presented as part of his exhibition ‘SIS /R0 /Suk-Fong Nay Ho Mah / Suk-Fong, How
Are You?" at Dr. Sun Yat-Sen Classical Chinese Garden in 2019, and provided an account of China’s shifting cultural and
political landscapes told through the personal perspectives of Wong's family, offering a unique understanding of China’s
transformation in the late-twentieth century.

Saltwater City Vancouver/Bi/K i858 5F 4 is a Public Art project commissioned by the City of Viancouver Public Art
Program in partnership with Dr. Sun Yat-Sen Classical Chinese Garden, and is supported by The Prospero Group and
the Audain Art Foundation.

Paul Wong Bio
Paul Wong is an award-winning artist and curator known for leading the development of early visual and media art in

Canada, founding several artist-run groups, and organizing events, festivals, conferences and public interventions since
the 1970s. Wong has produced projects and exhibited throughout North America, Europe and Asia.

His works are in public collections internationally including the National Gallery of Canada (Ottawa), the Museum of
Modemn Art (New York), the Audain Art Museum (Whistler), the Vancouver Art Gallery and the \Whitney Museum (New
York). He is the recipient of major awards including the 2015 Governor General's Award in Visual and Media Art and the
2016 Audain Prize for Lifetime Achievement in the Visual Arts.

Media contact:
Civic Engagement and Communications

604.871.6336
media@vancouver.ca

BANGFMEARER, BINEAEBSXNEERY
BMREMR (Pau Wong) BICTERSRELMANIFNSIIEFRIRSAEME4759E (Main St) 217,
LEAHER ETEHERNEAGNES . XU, FREEENEEMLIBIETHR.

AEIEESIRNET THAIBRSE)  ( Satwater City Vancouver:®®) , SEEBAREBNMEABMR. KREA
ERERERGEABLENLCE.


mailto:media@vancouver.ca

EHFEHERE, ERRE: REBAHER, ERNEAGEARIE, #EBANTIIRMIIY, SNE
A BEERDRSTEMEF THKIERY o )

TERMUMNELTEE (Hastings St) #7475 (Pender St) 2R, SEEAAE (Main St) RIFEEI, hBSH2019F1 519
NRRFEE, WHEFRHRNELSSE, BEE2RFEDBENMMEN (1889-1929F) , fELLHRRIH&A
MR BN ATEMEERD SR LR ERIEEN, EEARERREE.

MiR7KIB )RS, (Saltwater City Vancouver) E=MEIRFILAEN, ETAB—FN TBEEALL
(Occupying Chinatown) Z4T5EEBETE (2018-2019%F) ERRIAIERITER. FURSIEMBUSM AR EM BRI
B

PILABETEABREIIY (MncentkKwan) 15: THMBMEAGNERE, SFEHEEL. AY. &5 HtE
i, BARN TEZSESE) SIUEFRENE TRNERIIENBNIFMESEENT R, )

ERROENEETENR2018F45EM, BEESEDBEMFRIEESELENEM. HBPHE, 2NRIE
EMREMENT (Suk-Fong Wong) ARI7T00ZHREEM RN HE, WUHAER, |RIFEL. T8, UK
RIfFHER . 8RR, BEEBEMFR. LWHSRIBFRtERD.

BEEHRIERPNR2019FERILAEN DRSS RIFH  (Suk-Fong Nay Ho Mah / Suk-Fong, How Are You?) REH
R, BEEKKRENEARBRHET —ETEXAMBOG S8R, ¥+ HiCETEE 2R LIBSIE

.

MiR7KIB )R e (Saltwater City Vancouver) & ime) # m B AHEMFT BB L/ B H A HBUTIR
B i{52Prospero GroupflEFAEEE (Audain Foundation) RISZHS,

=E (Paul Wong) N

SRR SUEEHRENENR. KEA, USIENEARRRE L MEEENERMER, B1970FEREZMIIZ
EEMESHENE, WS T ZESMEE. BN, e, AHIBE. SMREREAILE. BUll. MR
. EERIEEFZEEZIEMERE, 2ENEAERENE (BXE) , RABNEME (MY , BESEMg
B (BEE) , REEEMEMULEREEME (M1) . EHRE2015FENEABREE RIFEEATHEE
HWA2016F BRI REEM AR S M ENEEENR,

IR BBENAK

28 REHES ( Civic Engagement and Communications)

604.871.6336

media@vancouver.ca

BAEFEARKZAR, i

ANEBXETTIRF

40

ZAREMR (Pau Wong) RLE HBRAHLMENFNEIUTFRASAEME475S (Main St) 2.
HAHEREEHMAXTREAENIES . XU, FRIPETHEZRMLIERITIE.

MBI E2IRINT TRIKIRESTH)  (Saltwater City Vancouveri¥ ) , REFRARMMEAZAR. REA
EREX) L EASBLIZHLE.,

R HEMAY, BAARE: THAEBAEKK, SNHNEASIAER, SBERNEIIRMANGE, SR
AR KERRREFEMF TBIKERY . )

AUTELEAH (Hastings St) FIEFTH (Pender St) Zi8), SEEZA (Main St) BIFEMI, #bs2A2019F1 B9
%

[
PRREEE, REBFHRNHLEN, XEGZRSFEDBITHPIEL (1889-1920F) , FELLHRE KA



MR BHFEERNEZFNT R FEAAMEER, FEABERRZME,

MEKIR e %) (Saltwater City Vancouver) EEMAER T HILAER, #HTRE—F T8EEAE]
(Occupying Chinatown) ZARBEEEITE] (2018-20194F) HBBIGIERITERR. HURSHEMBURIN AR ZARITIIZISE
%o

PIUAFETEEEXIIY (Mncent Kwan) 15: THAVRMEASNERE, SFEEHE. A, E=: SHE
Y, BARN TRZKIEESE) SIUTFERENR T X TIERF AR FSUR T, )

BERRNZARTRBITHTF2018F45 R, BERSEDTBNM BRI EREHLIENBEM. ITRBEE, ZARE
EMEFEERS (Suk-Fong Wong) ERI7T00ZHRPEMRIEHAIE, HAULHRE, HHIIFH. RE MUK
BIFEIR® . &, BREBZAER. LHEIIFRBERT,

XS FIER T 201 9FEE R ILARER DRFSIRGW,  (Suk-Fong Nay Ho Mah / Suk-Fong, How Are You?) fE%FR
B, BUBERRENDTAMBRM T — MHPEXHMBIATTNL R, N HELEATREEE S HRSHIE

.

TEIKIBSEEI % (Saltwater City Vancouver) EESHETMBUFIIA T EARITRIS R ILA R F HH AL ZARIN
B H5EIProspero GroupfE fFEES  (Audain Foundation) HIZ35,

HHE (Paul Wong) &I

BERREMUERFEMNEAR. REA, USIONEEAREIE LFEARZRLEMER, B1970FEREMIIZS
PNEARFRIBENN, HERTZPERE. ZAT. Hde. AHINE, EMRAEREEILE. Bl INIE
. EEREEMRS T ESEDERE, SENEAEREANE (BXE) , URZAEME (449) , BFZAR
BYE (BHrE)) | SBIFEEREBEULRBIEBEARE (4AY) . EHRE2015ENERERN T RIEERERDE
ZH2016FE B REARERE M ENREZARR,

PRARERL

TS5 RERER (Civic Engagement and Communications)

604.871.6336

media@vancouver.ca

Share this:
€ racebook || W Twitter | | bl Email t Tumblr || P Pinterest || & Reddit
Like
Be the first to like this.

August 27, 2020 in New Works, Permanent Works, The Public Art Program. Tags: Occupying Chinatown, Paul Wong, Public Art,
Saltwater City Vancouver


https://ourcityourart.wordpress.com/2020/08/27/new-public-artwork-in-chinatown-shines-a-light-on-chinese-canadian-cultural-heritage/?share=facebook&nb=1
https://ourcityourart.wordpress.com/2020/08/27/new-public-artwork-in-chinatown-shines-a-light-on-chinese-canadian-cultural-heritage/?share=twitter&nb=1
https://ourcityourart.wordpress.com/2020/08/27/new-public-artwork-in-chinatown-shines-a-light-on-chinese-canadian-cultural-heritage/?share=email&nb=1
https://ourcityourart.wordpress.com/2020/08/27/new-public-artwork-in-chinatown-shines-a-light-on-chinese-canadian-cultural-heritage/?share=tumblr&nb=1
https://ourcityourart.wordpress.com/2020/08/27/new-public-artwork-in-chinatown-shines-a-light-on-chinese-canadian-cultural-heritage/?share=pinterest&nb=1
https://ourcityourart.wordpress.com/2020/08/27/new-public-artwork-in-chinatown-shines-a-light-on-chinese-canadian-cultural-heritage/?share=reddit&nb=1
https://ourcityourart.wordpress.com/2020/08/27/new-public-artwork-in-chinatown-shines-a-light-on-chinese-canadian-cultural-heritage/
https://ourcityourart.wordpress.com/category/new-works/
https://ourcityourart.wordpress.com/category/permanent-works/
https://ourcityourart.wordpress.com/category/the-public-art-program/
https://ourcityourart.wordpress.com/tag/occupying-chinatown/
https://ourcityourart.wordpress.com/tag/paul-wong/
https://ourcityourart.wordpress.com/tag/public-art/
https://ourcityourart.wordpress.com/tag/saltwater-city-vancouver/

